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which, it is alleged, was levelled for the structure. Within
its walls they Lave contrived to assemble the scenes of a
vast number of incidents in the life of the Saviour, with a
highly romantic violation of the nnity of place. Here the
sacred feet were anointed, there the sacred garments par-
celled; from the pillar of the scourging to the rent of the
rock, all is exhibited in a succession of magical scenes. The
truth is, the whole is an ingenious imposture of a com-
paratively recent date, and we are indebted to that favoured
Individual, the Empress Helen, for this exceedingly clever
creation, as well as for the discovery of the true cross,
The learned believe, and with reason, that Calvary is at
present, as formerly, without the walls, and that we must
seek this celebrated elevation in the lofty hill now called

Sion.

The church is a spacious building, surmounted by a dome.
Attached to it are the particular churches of the various
Christian sects, and many chapels and sanctuaries. Mass
in some part or other is constantly celebrating, and com
pauies of pilgrims may be observed in all directions, visit
Ing the holy places and offering their devotions. Latin
and Armenian, and Greek friars, are everywhere moving
about. The court is crowded with the vendors of relics
and rosaries. The church of the Sepulchre itself is a point
of common union, and in its bustle and lounging character
rather reminded me of an exchange than a temple.

One day as I was* pacing up and down this celebrated
building, in conversation with an ingenious Neapolitan
friar, experienced in the East, my attention was attracted by
one who, from his sumptuous dress, imposing demeanour,
self-satisfied air, and the coolness with which, in a Christian
temple, he waved in his hand a rosary of Mecca, I for a
moment considered a Moslem. * Is it customary for the
Turks to visit this place ?' I inquired, drawing the atten-
tion of my companion to the stranger.